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Who am I?

• IEEE member since 1970, Life Fellow, 

cited for contributions to personal 

computer graphics and video games

• 42 years in industry: medical 

electronics, video games, personal 

computers, dial-up networking, 

operating systems, USB & Bluetooth

• 10 years paying it forward as UW 

engineering professor
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Why are you here?

• IEEE members, thinking about being a 

senior member:

• What is the benefit?

• How to do it

• Next steps
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Agenda today

• What is an IEEE Senior member?

• How does the process work?

• What are the rules?

• Illustrated with IEEE membership site

• Log in to IEEE

• Try a mock nomination

• Q&A
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IEEE Memberships

• Students – over a quarter of 500K

• Affiliates – a few, related fields

• ‘regular members’ – most members

• Senior Members – the point here

• Fellow - ~300/year, major 

contributions

• Honorary members

• Also: Life Members – reduced rates
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Senior Member benefit 1

• Recognition: The professional recognition of 

your peers for technical and professional 

excellence.

• Leadership eligibility: Senior members are 

eligible to hold executive IEEE volunteer 

positions.

• Ability to refer other candidates: Senior 

members can serve as a reference for other 

applicants for Senior membership.
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Senior Member benefit 2

• Review panel: Senior members are invited to be on 

the panel to review Senior member applications.

• Letter of commendation: A letter of 

commendation on the achievement of Senior 

member grade will be sent to your employer (upon 

request). Request a letter of commendation.

• Announcements: Announcement of your elevation 

can be made in section/society and/or local 

newsletters, newspapers, and notices.  Please 

contact your Section Chair for more information.
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Senior Member benefit 3

• Complimentary Society 

Membership: You may join 

one new IEEE Society for one year.

• Senior Member plaque: An engraved 

plaque you can proudly display to 

colleagues, clients, and employers. 

The plaque, an attractive fine wood 

with bronze engraving, is mailed at 

least twelve weeks after elevation.
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Senior Member requirements

• Be engineers, scientists, educators, technical 

executives, or originators in IEEE-designated 

fields

• Have experience reflecting professional 

maturity

• Have been in professional practice for at least 

ten years (with some credit for certain 

degrees)

• Show significant performance over a period of 

at least five of their years in professional 

practice
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Experience detail 1

• The ad hoc Admission and 

Advancement (A&A) Review Panel, 

that is evaluating your application, 

will count the years you have been in 

professional practice.

• Time working and attending school at 

the same time will be counted either 

as work experience OR education 

experience.
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Experience detail 2

• Your educational experience is credited 

toward that time as follows:

• Three years if you hold a baccalaureate 

degree or equivalent in an IEEE-designated 

field, or

• Four years if you hold a master's degree or 

equivalent in an IEEE-designated field, or

• Five years if you hold a doctorate or 

equivalent in an IEEE-designated field
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Advice and procedure

• Fortunately, this is not competitive

• If you are qualified, and can get 

testimony to support it, you will succeed 

• Procedure:

• Assemble your career documentation

• Locate THREE references, and their IEEE 

membership numbers

• Begin the process, self-nominate (or 

nomination by others)
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Let’s try it

• Log into IEEE.org

• Navigate to Senior Member Portal

• Create a nomination

• Walk through the screens
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The entire process

• Nominations come from the candidate 

and/or their sponsors

• Each Region has a volunteer 

committee that evaluates this 

nominations and reference letters

• They meet 4-6 times a year
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Questions?



My contact information
Joe Decuir

IEEE Fellow jdecuir@ieee.org

Wikipedia: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_C._Decuir

Seattle Section: membership, life member activities 

group

IEEE Region 6: Industrial Development, membership

Work: University of Washington, Bothell, 

jdecuir@uw.edu

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/joedecuir/
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